
IB – Diploma Programme (DP)

Aims: To get an overview of the IB Diploma Programme
To hear some of the ways Merici College has implemented it

To identify some benefits of doing the IBDP



IB Philosophy

• Conceptual understanding

• Teaching and Learning in 
context

• Approaches to learning

• Service as action

• Language and identity

• Learning diversity and inclusion

• Focus on multilingualism and 
intercultural understanding

• Global engagement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect. These programmes encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with 

their differences, can also be right. 
(IB Mission statement: Source: International Baccalaureate www.ibo.org )

http://www.ibo.org/


Some Data
• Australia had 67 schools with 2654 Diploma candidates. 

• Average was 34 with a pass rate of 92% 

• 419 Australian students achieved above 40 and 29 perfect scores came 
from Australia.

• In Australasia (Australia, New Zealand, PNG and Fiji) 3,024 students sat 
for the IB Diploma from a total of 18,745 in the November 2019 
examination session throughout the world.  

• The Australasian average score out of 45 was 33.5 compared to the 
global average of 28.5.  

• The pass rate of Australasian students was 91% compared with the 
global average of 70%.  

• 461 of the 1377 students to achieve above 40 and 30 of the 69 students 
to achieve a perfect score of 45 came from Australasia.  

(IBAustralasia.org, 2021) 



What is a Diploma? And how is it different to the Middle 
Years Programme (MYP)

Specific Curriculum Content

2 Year programme 

Exams based on 2 Years content

External Assessment

Regulated by External Body - quality 
assurance

Highly Trained Teachers

Curriculum for students aged 16-19 
(Senior Level Study)



Benefits

• Holistic
• Internationally recognised
• Good for those who prefer time to grow into the 

course, rather than assessment all the way along
• Breadth of subjects
• Aligns with some of the learnings from MYP - e.g 

ATL’s
• Good if no specific pathway and unsure what area 

to go into 
• Provides a challenge
• Provides many independent choices
• Formal recognition for areas students are already 

completing e.g. CAS. 
• Highly Trained Teachers - must be DP trained



What are the requirements?

• One subject from each of the six academic areas

• Instead of an arts subject, can choose subjects 
from another area e.g. group 3 except Maths.

• Normally, three subjects (and not more than 
four) are taken at higher level (HL – 240 hours 
over 2 years)

• Other subjects are taken at standard level (SL – 
150 hours over 2 years)

• Plus completion of the Core (EE, CAS, TOK)

• Measured by means of external assessment. 
Many subjects contain some element of 
coursework assessed by teachers

(IBO, 2018) 







What subjects could students potentially study?
Group 1 – Studies 
in language and 
literature

Group 2
Language 
acquisition

Group 3
Individuals and 
societies

Group 4
Sciences

Group 5
Mathematics

Group 6
Arts

• English 
Literature 
(HL/SL)

• English 
Language and 
Literature 
(HL/SL)

• Chinese ab 
initio (SL)

• French ab initio 
(SL)

• Spanish ab 
initio (Pamoja 
online)

• Chinese – 
Language B 
(HL/SL)

• French – 
Language B 
(HL/SL)

• Spanish - 
Language B

• World Religion 
(SL) 
compulsory

Could choose 
these in group 6. 

• Business 
Management(H
L/SL)

• History(HL/SL)
• Psychology 

(HL/SL)
• Social and 

Cultural 
Anthropology 
(HL/SL)

• Biology(HL/SL)
• Chemistry 

(HL/SL)
• Physics (HL/SL)
• Sports, 

exercise and 
health science 
(HL/SL)

• Mathematics: 
applications 
and 
interpretation  
(SL)

• Mathematics: 
analysis and 
approaches (HL 
/ SL)

• Visual Art 
(HL/SL)

• (Or Another 
subject from 
Group 4, 
Group 2, 
Group 3, 
Group 1)

Core

Creativity, activity, service – ongoing 
Extended essay – 4000 words
Theory of knowledge – 100 hours – Essay and Exhibition

Please note, this is 
subject to student 
demand and teacher 
availability



• Site based-Coordinator

•Provides flexibility with 
courses and timetable

• Live lessons with an IB 
qualified teacher in real 
time

https://pamojaeducation.com/ 

Pamoja – Online Learning

https://pamojaeducation.com/


How is it Assessed?

• Subject results are awarded on a seven-point scale (1 is the 
lowest, 7 the highest) 

• 42 points maximum 
• Up to three bonus points may awarded from performance in 

the extended essay and theory of knowledge. The maximum 
total is 45.

• Pass or Not completed for CAS
• Exams in Year 12 - May for World Religions (And Italian) 

November for all other subjects unless otherwise stated by 
Head of IB.

• Internal Assessment - often involve primary data collection, 
report style writing, oral exam for Language Acquisition and 
English. 

• Supported with Merici set tasks to practice the skills
• Grade Descriptors for each subject



IB Diploma BSSS

• Recognised internationally.

• Encourages students to think independently and drive their own learning.

• Prepares students well for university study.

• Broad curriculum (6 subject areas required).

• Curriculum is more internationally focused.

• Assessment is by external examination and limited internal assessment (1-2 

pieces over the 2 years per subject).

• Transfers more easily if you need to move (depending on subjects offered at 

the schools).

• Mostly not assessed by teachers at school.

• Has a unique Theory of Knowledge course.

• IB scores get converted to a UAC rank for entry to Australian university or raw 

IB scores are used.

• Every student does a combination of Higher Level and Standard Level 

subjects.

• Doesn’t get affected by your cohort’s ability / rank

• All subjects count.

• Extended Essay highly valued by Universities

• Values other skill areas not just subjects e.g. CAS, EE.

• Assessment is ongoing each semester – every piece of assessment counts.

• Can ‘drop’ some subjects that you are scoring less well in later in the course in 

consultation with the Head of Senior School

• Based on ranking students in order of performance.

• Mostly internally assessed by teachers in school.

• Get an ATAR.

• Will sit AST exams.

• Allows specialisation in a subject area e.g. can do multiple humanities courses 

+ English. 

• Students opt to complete a Tertiary package or an Accredited package. 

• Takes your best scoring subjects to count towards your ATAR.

• Has a wider subject choice.

• Allows for Vocational courses



Why Not the IB DP?

• Specific subjects that are not offered in the IB DP that students 
passionately want to study

• VET subjects – not offered by IB in the ACT

• You want more ongoing assessment that contributes to your 
overall score all the way along rather than exams and 
coursework

• You don’t want to study 6 subjects, you want a lower amount of 
commitment

• You don’t want to complete the additional components of the 
programme – CAS, TOK, EE.



At Merici - What do we do differently? 
Only additional cost =  for IB Examinations 
$840 

Some classes with BSSS e.g. English this 
year. Some are stand alone e.g. World 
Religion

Additional Support - e.g. Stress Better 
Workshops

Range of Subjects - could differ school to 
school

World Religion as Compulsory

Small numbers = More individual 
time 

Academic support and Pastoral 
Support - still in a PC group



Language and Literature Literature

Focuses on a wider range of texts e.g. film, media, 
literature. 

Promotes respect for the imagination and a 
perceptive approach to the understanding and 
interpretation of literary works. 
List of prescribed authors to study
Focused on study of multiple literary works

Group 1 – Language and Literature



Group 2 Languages (Language Acquisition)

Language B SL and Language B HL 

• Designed for students with some previous experience of the target 
language. 

• In the language B course, students further develop their ability to 
communicate in the target language through the study of language, 
themes and texts. In doing so, they also develop conceptual 
understandings of how language works, as appropriate to the level of the 
course.

Ab initio

• Designed for students with no prior experience of the target 
language, or for those students with very limited previous exposure. 
Offered at SL only.

•
Any student who is already able to understand and respond to 
spoken and written language on a range of common topics is not to 
be placed in language ab initio as this would not provide an 
appropriate academic challenge, nor is it fair for those students who 
are genuine beginners of the language.



Group 3 – Compulsory World Religions SL

• To what extent is religion distinguishable from culture or ideology? 

• Are religions created, discovered or revealed? 

• To what extent is religious belief rational? 

• Are reason and emotion necessarily opposed in religious belief? 

• Do people of differing religious convictions necessarily have different world views? 



• New courses for 2020 

Group 5 – Mathematics 
(10 A - encouraged for preparation)

Maths Analysis and Approaches HL + SL Maths Applications and Interpretations (SL)

More theory based - calculus, pure 
mathematics suitable for those studying 
mathematics, engineering, physical 
sciences, economics

Statistics and applied maths suitable for 
those studying social sciences, natural 
sciences, medicine, business etc. 

ACT NSW

Maths AI SL Maths Apps Maths Standard 2

Maths AI HL(We are not 
currently offering)

Methods Maths Advanced

Maths AA SL Methods Maths Advanced

Maths AA HL Specialist Methods Maths Extension 2



Theory of Knowledge - TOK

• 100 hours over 2 years
• “TOK is a course about critical thinking 

and inquiring into the process of 
knowing, rather than about learning a 
specific body of knowledge” (IBO, 
2017) 

• Assessment Students are required to 
complete two assessment tasks. 

• • TOK exhibition (internally assessed) 
• • TOK essay on a prescribed title 

(externally assessed)
• Must have links with each of the 

subject areas. 

Core theme: Knowledge and the knower
2 Optional themes 
• Knowledge and technology 
• Knowledge and language 
• Knowledge and politics 
• Knowledge and religion 
• Knowledge and indigenous societies 

5 Areas of knowledge 
• History 
• The human sciences 
• The natural sciences 
• The arts 
• Mathematics



Does a feeling of shame depend on caring 
about others – their feelings and their 
judgments? If you cared nothing for others 
would you never feel shame?

Does intuition really exist?

If we didn’t have bad 
things in the world, 
would we know what 
good is?

What are the dangers to 
knowledge of over 
emphasizing the 
unreliability of memory?

Can you be embarrassed over something even if no 
one else knows about it, or is it a necessary social 
emotion?



HL subjects have 9 lessons a cycle 
compared to 8 with BSSS 

SL have less (WR has more until May in 
Y12)

TOK is included - BSSS do not have an 
equivalent

CAS and EE not on the timetable but 
attendance at sessions mandatory

Online courses - Do run outside of our 
holidays and timetable.

Still have morning and  long PC

No Flex



Creativity, activity, service

• Creativity is exploring and extending 
ideas, leading to an original or 
interpretive product or performance. 

• Activity is physical exertion contributing 
to a healthy lifestyle. 

• Service is collaborative and reciprocal 
community engagement in response to an 
authentic need. 

• Not based on hours, but on learning 
objectives.



CAS Outcomes:

•Own strengths and personal growth.

•Undertaken challenges and developed new 
skills 

• Initiate and plan a CAS experience.

•Commitment and perseverance 

•Working collaboratively.

• Engagement with issues of global significance

•Consider the ethics 



CAS Project

•CAS project is expected to last at least 
one month

•Can be done with others

•A CAS project can address any single 
strand of CAS, or combine two or all 
three strands

•Designed with a defined purpose and 
goals.



Example of CAS reflection: 



The Extended Essay
Provided with an advisor - 5 hours of formal support

Compulsory

4000 word in depth study focused on a chosen topic in 
available DP subjects in that session + reflection (500 words)

40 hours of student work approx.

Usually one of the student’s chosen subjects.

Supervisor – appropriately qualified (3-5 hours over the 2 
years)

3 reflection sessions 

Core (TOK, CAS, EE) – 3 points towards Diploma

Externally assessed

Must get a grade D or higher in the EE to get the Diploma
Completed over approx 18 months



FAQ
Will I be in a class with BSSS students?

Will I be separated from the main group of students?

Will it be a heavier workload?

Will I be able to manage the exams?

Can I take on a leadership role in the college?

What happens to IB students when BSSS are on leave?

What about AST prep?

Can I do an asba still?

Can I still do R units / can I get PC points?

What is the online Spanish like?

https://c1.wallpaperflare.com/preview/62/538/490/faq-questions-often-help.jpg


ATAR Equivalent Ranking

ACTAC, 2019 
• You do not get an ATAR as an IB student
• Some universities accept raw score out of 45
• ACTAC / UAC Take the raw score and convert it to 

an equivalent ATAR.



What support is offered to IB DP Students?

● Personal Supervisor for Extended Essay as 
well as taught sessions

● One to One support by the IB DP Coordinator - 
overall progress check in’s.

● Tight network of student support
● Smaller cohort - more specialised / directed 

teacher input
● ‘Stress Better’ Workshops
● Targeted Parent Information Sessions e.g. 

exam preparation, Extended Essay
● Practice Exams
● More face to face time than some other 

schools provide in some areas. 



2 Year Course Overview: 



2 Year Calendar 



What Next?

Transitions Week - 21st June 

Discuss possible career pathways with your daughter

Look into pre-requisites for University Courses

Consider discussion with your daughter about appropriate math levels - is she in 
10A / what else could she be doing to improve in Maths?

Encourage your daughter to have a chat to me and to subject teachers



Questions I still have:

https://ideaboardz.com/for/IB%20/3771679 You are welcome to post additional 
questions here and the responses will be available in the next edition of ‘What’s On’.

Personal / Specific Questions - term 2 - there will be a number of drop in sessions with 
me available. Dates and times will be in What’s On.

https://ideaboardz.com/for/IB%20/3771679

