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...The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and 
more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect... 
(IBO, 2015)

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB)PHILOSOPHY



Source: IBO.org, 2018

Junior Curriculum Years 7-10  = 8 Subject Groups
Senior Curriculum Years 11 + 12 = 6 Subject Groups



IB LEARNER PROFILE

• Set of Attributes
• Character Education
• Across 7-12 Years 
• Not new – just new language 

to talk about things we already 
encourage in students

• Flex lessons, PC, Subjects



IB Learner Profile aligns 
with Merici’s Principles 
of Powerful Learning

Attribute Description

Inquirers
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn 
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning 
throughout life.

Knowledgeable
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines. 
We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

Thinkers
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible action on complex 
problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many ways. We 
collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups.

Principled
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for 
the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their 
consequences.

Open-Minded
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and traditions 
of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the 
experience.

Caring
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to 
make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

Risk-Takers
We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and 
cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in 
the face of challenges and change.

Balanced
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives—intellectual, physical, 
and emotional—to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence 
with other people and with the world in which we live.

Reflective
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to understand our 
strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development.

Ethical decisions 
= part of Christ 
Centred Values 
and positive 
relationships for 
all



WHY THE IB?

• Aligns with what we already do
• Based on good practice – teaching and learning 
• Offers status of internationally recognised, broad based and 

high quality education
• Attract and retain students who want the IB option
• Only Catholic and Independent MYP and DP school in ACT
• Pathway for IB Catholic primary schools
• Affordable option in the ACT 
• IB is transferable - diplomats, military



MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME (MYP) 
• Trial in 2019 – Years 7 & 8
• Already do a language – no change
• Australian Curriculum: 

IB is a framework – not set curriculum
• In Years 9 & 10 – school based 

certificate for MYP
• Students complete their Personal 

Project in Year 10
• Will be a change for students with full 

implementation in Years 9 & 10 as 
study of a language is compulsory



MYP Group Subjects at Merici Lessons 
per week

Group 1 
Language and Literature

Integrated Humanities (IH)
English, Geography, History, Business and Economics and Civics and Citizenship

7

Group 2 
Language Acquisition

Chinese, French, Italian 3

Group 3 
Individuals and Societies

IH and Religious Education
English, Geography, History, Business and Economics and Civics and Citizenship

7  (IH) 
3 (RE)

Group 4 Sciences Integrated Maths and Science (IMS)
Maths and Science

7

Group 5 Mathematics

Group 6 
Arts

Arts – Visual OR Performing 3 (1 sem)

Group 7 
Design 

Design – Food Technology and Textiles
Digital Technology

3 (1 sem)
2 (year)

Group 8
Physical & Health Education

PE 3

MYP – YEAR 7 2019



MYP Group Subjects at Merici Lessons per 
week

Group 1 
Language and Literature

English 4

Group 2 
Language Acquisition

Chinese, French, Italian (continued from last year) 3

Group 3 
Individuals and Societies

Religious Education
Semester 1: Geography, Business and Economics
Semester 2: History and Civics and Citizenship (or vice versa)

3 (RE)
4 (Humanities)

Group 4 
Sciences 

Science 4

Group 5 
Mathematics

Maths 4

Group 6 
Arts

Arts – Visual and Performing – which ever was not studied in Year 7 3 (1 Sem)

Group 7 
Design 

Design – Food Technology and Textiles - choose one
Digital Technology.

3 (1 Sem)
3 (1 Sem)

Group 8 
Physical and Health Education

PE 3

MYP – YEAR 8 2019



Benefits of MYP
• Holistic
• Internationally recognised
• Inquiry focused
• Interdisciplinary
• Critical thinking built into frameworks
• Encourages international mindedness
• Breadth of subjects that continues 

throughout the programme
• Provides many independent choices
• Personal Project in Year 10 



• Personal interest
• Personal and often creative 

product/outcome 
• Revolve around a challenge 
• Student-centred 
• Explorations through a 

cycle of inquiry, action and 
reflection. 

• Foster the development of 
independent, lifelong 
learners

Personal Project



• Candidate School 
• Authorisation visit to occur in 

2019
• Teaching in 2020
• Expecting a small cohort 8-20
• Depending on class sizes, may 

be taught in same class as BSSS 
students

• Extended Essay (EE), Theory Of 
Knowledge (TOK), Creativity 
Activity Service (CAS)

DIPLOMA – YEARS 11 & 12



Benefits
• Holistic
• Internationally recognised
• Good for those who prefer time to grow 

into the course, rather than assessment 
all the way along

• Breadth of subjects
• Good if unsure of future pathway
• Provides many independent choices
• Formal recognition for areas students 

are already completing e.g. CAS 



Not sure if it is for you?

• IB is NOT just for academically 
gifted students

• Not just for people who want to 
work or study internationally

• Can be a way into top end 
universities – Prestige of the 
Diploma due to the EE, CAS and 
TOK components 



What are the requirements?
• Balanced programme of study
• One subject from each of the six academic 

areas
• Instead of an Arts subject, can choose another 

subject from groups 1-5 instead
• Normally, three subjects (and not more than 

four) are taken at higher level (HL – 240 hours 
over 2 years), and the others are taken at 
standard level (SL – 150 hours over 2 years)

• Measured by means of internal and external 
assessment. 



What subjects could students potentially study?
Group 1 – Studies 
in language and 
literature

Group 2
Language 
acquisition

Group 3
Individuals and 
societies

Group 4
Sciences

Group 5
Mathematics

Group 6
Arts

• English 
Literature

• English 
Language and 
Literature

• Chinese ab initio
• Italian ab initio 
• French ab initio 
• Chinese –

Language B (SL / 
HL)

• Italian  - Language 
B(SL / HL)

• French –
Language B (SL / 
HL)

• Spanish ab initio
*Possibility to support 
other languages if high 
demand and teacher 
availability. Online 
option

• World Religions
• Business 

Management
• History
• Psychology
• Philosophy
• Social and 

cultural 
anthropology

• Economics
• IT in a global 

society

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Sports, exercise 

and health 
science

• Mathematics: 
applications 
and 
interpretation 

• Mathematics: 
analysis and 
approaches 

• Visual Art
• Theatre

• Or any other 
subject from 
groups 1-5

Core

Creativity, activity, service – ongoing 
Extended essay – 4000 words
Theory of knowledge – 100 hours – Essay and Presentation

Please note, this is 
subject to our 
successful 
authorisation, student 
demand and teacher 
availability



Data so far:
Group 1 – Studies 
in language and 
literature

Group 2
Language 
acquisition

Group 3
Individuals and 
societies

Group 4
Sciences

Group 5
Mathematics

Group 6
Arts

• English 
Literature

(16 )

• English 
Language and 
Literature

(11)

• Chinese ab initio
(1)

• Italian ab initio
(2)

• French ab initio
(1) 

• Chinese – Lang B 
(3)

• Italian  - Lang B 
(5)

• French – Lang B 
(4)

• Spanish ab initio
(11)

• World Religions –
Compulsory

• Business 
Management

(4)
• History 

(3)
• Psychology

(12)
• Philosophy

(6)
• Social and cultural 

anthropology
(2)

• Economics 
(1)

• IT in a global 
society 

(1)

• Biology
(14)

• Chemistry 
(4)

• Physics 
(4)

• Sports, exercise 
and health 
science 

(5)

• Mathematics: 
applications 
and 
interpretation

(10)
• Mathematics: 

analysis and 
approaches

(17)

• Visual Art 
(2)

• Theatre 
(3)

Or any other 
subject from 
groups 1-5
Chem (6)
Bio (2)
Physics (4)
Ex Science (2)
Math App (2)
Spanish ab (1)
Chinese B (1)
Chinese ab (1)



Language and Literature Literature
Focuses on a wider range of texts 
e.g. film, media, literature. 

Promotes respect for the 
imagination and a perceptive 
approach to the understanding 
and interpretation of literary 
works. 
List of prescribed authors to study
Focused on study of multiple 
literary works

Group 1 – Language and Literature



• Ab initio is for those students with no exposure to the language
• Language level will be subject to approval by Languages Studies Co 
• Do I have to do the same language from MYP?
No you can do another language likely ab initio if not studied before

Chinese French Italian Spanish Other?
Continuing
Ab initio

Continuing
Ab initio

Continuing
Ab initio

Ab initio Possibility for other 
languages to be considered 
subject to demand, teacher 
availability and online 
Pamoja courses. 

Group 2 – Language Acquisition



Group 3 – Compulsory World Religions SL

• To what extent is religion distinguishable from culture or ideology? 
• Are religions created, discovered or revealed? 
• To what extent is religious belief rational? 
• Are reason and emotion necessarily opposed in religious belief? 
• Do people of differing religious convictions necessarily have different world 

views? 



• All Group 4 students complete Group 4 project = interdisciplinary 
activity 

• Students from the different group 4 subjects analyse a common topic 
or problem

Group 4 – Sciences

Biology Chemistry Physics Sports, exercise and 
health science



• New courses for 2020 – Both options have HL and SL

Group 5 – Mathematics

Maths Analysis Maths Applications 
More theory based - calculus, 
pure mathematics suitable for 
those studying mathematics, 
engineering, physical sciences, 
economics

Statistics and applied maths suitable 
for those studying social sciences, 
natural sciences, medicine, business 
etc. 

–. 

–



• Theatre

• Visual Arts

Group 6 – The Arts + 

Anything from Groups 1 – 5
Can I do a two sciences? Yes
Can I study two languages? Yes
Can I swap World Religions for something else? No
Can I study Theatre and Visual Arts? No



Stephen Powell – Facilitator
• 100 hours over 2 years
• “TOK is a course about critical 

thinking and inquiring into the 
process of knowing, rather than 
about learning a specific body of 
knowledge” (IBO, 2017)

• Assessed through a presentation and 
an essay

• Must have links with each of the 
subject areas 

TOK – Theory of Knowledge



Creativity, activity, service
Corinne Preston – Facilitator
• Creativity is exploring and extending ideas, 

leading to an original or interpretive product 
or performance 

• Activity is physical exertion contributing to a 
healthy lifestyle

• Service is collaborative and reciprocal 
community engagement in response to an 
authentic need 

• Involves a 1 month CAS project
• Not based on hours, but on learning objectives
• Embedded in the Merici culture already



Natalie Fairfax – EE Facilitator
• Compulsory
• Each student will have individual EE Supervisor 

teacher 
• 4000 word in depth study = 40 hours of student 

work approx.
• Dedicated EE days for students, not on the 

timetable as a class
• Core (TOK, CAS, EE) – 3 points towards Diploma
• Externally assessed
• Must get a grade D or higher in the EE to be 

awarded the Diploma

EE – Extended Essay 



IB – ATAR / UAC

• To be eligible for the IB DP, students 
must obtain a minimum of 24 points. Up 
to three bonus points may be awarded 
for performance in the Extended Essay 
and Theory of Knowledge

• IB Students do not get an ATAR – they 
get a UAC ranking (equivalent to an 
ATAR)

• Subjects are given a grade 1-7 
With 6 subjects: 6 x 7 = 42
+ 3 points for CAS, TOK and EE

Aggregate score 
including bonus 
points *a

Combined Rank

45 99.95

44 99.85

43 99.70

42 99.40

41 98.80

40 98.25

39 97.50

38 96.70

37 95.75

36 94.50

35 93.30

34 92.10

33 90.65

32 88.95

31 87.10

30 84.40

29 81.90

28 79.90

27 77.65

26 75.15

25 72.10

24*b 68.70



A SNAP SHOT OF HOURS
IB Diploma BSSS – Tertiary Package

Higher Level Unit = 240 hours over 2 years

Standard Level Unit = 150 hours over 2 years

6 subjects: 3 HL and 3 SL 

= (240 hours x 3) + (150 hours x 3) 

= 720 + 450 = 1170 hours over 2 years

Extended Essay = 40 hours

TOK = 100 hours

CAS = 50 hours

Total Hours: 1360 hours

Approx. 4 per subject x 6 subjects 

= 24 Assessment items

Each BSSS unit = 
55 hours per subject each semester

Year 11 6 subjects, drop to 5 in Year 12 

(55 hours x 5) x 4 + (55 hours x 2)

= 1100 (Majors) + (Minors) 110 

= 1210 hours over 2 years

3 assessments in each unit

(3 x 6) x 2 + (3 x 5) x 2 

= 66 Assessment items



ACT BSSS OR IB DIPLOMA?
IB Diploma BSSS – Tertiary Package
Recognised internationally
Valued by universities
Broad curriculum (6 subject areas required).
Assessment is by external examination (2-3 papers) and 
limited internal assessment (1-2 pieces over the 2 years 
per subject)
Mostly NOT assessed by teachers at school
No AST
Transfers more easily if you need to move (depending 
on subjects offered at the schools)
Has a unique Theory of Knowledge course
IB scores get converted to a UAC rank for entry to 
Australian university
Every student does a combination of Higher Level and 
Standard Level subjects
All subjects count
Values other skill areas not just subjects e.g. CAS, EE

Assessment is ongoing and completed each semester
Internally assessed by teachers at school
Based on ranking students in order of performance
Sit ACT Scaling Tests (AST)
Get an ATAR
Allows specialisation in a subject area e.g. can do 
multiple humanities courses + English
Has a wider subject choice 
Takes your best scoring subjects to count towards your 
ATAR

Students opt to complete a Tertiary package or 
Accredited package. 
Offers combination – ASBA,  VET and Accredited and 
Tertiary Subjects



• Myth #1 The IB is so much extra work
• Myth #2 The IB is only for the ‘Smart kids’
• Myth #3 The exams at the end rely on 2 years of cramming
• Myth #4 If you don’t get the IB Diploma, you’ve wasted 

time and money
• Myth #5 The IB is only for students who want to study 

internationally
• Myth #6 You have to be good at languages 
• Myth # 7 If you want to do Medicine – you will need to do 

3 sciences so the IB is not suitable 



How much will this cost?
• Charges only for DP exams 
• Approx. cost: Examination cost for a student taking 6 subjects + the DP Core 

= $140 per subject x 6 
= $840 (2019 IB costings)

• This does not include special requests such as appeals, late entry etc.
• No additional charge to the usual college fees 

If I don’t like the IB can I move?
• Moving from IB to BSSS courses = Possible before Year 12, treated like interstate 

student
• Not possible to move from BSSS to DP courses unless resitting Y11

FAQ 



WHY NOT THE IB DP?

• Specific subjects that are not offered in the IB DP that 
you passionately want to study

• VET subjects – not offered by IB in the ACT
• You want more ongoing assessment that contributes 

to your overall score all the way along rather than 
exams and coursework

• You don’t want to study 6 subjects throughout your 
senior years

• You don’t want to complete the additional 
components of the programme – CAS, TOK, EE



KEY CHANGES

MYP (Middle Years Programme 7-10)

• More compulsory subject 
areas – but in Y8-10 still 
choices available for electives 
within the subject groups 
e.g. engineering – falls under 
Design Technologies

• IB Language – ATL, IB Learner 
Profile, Key concepts 

• Personal Project – Year 10

DP (Diploma Programme Years 11-12) 

• Requirement of CAS, EE and 
TOK

• More emphasis on exams at 
end of 2 years

• Compulsory 6 subjects all 
through Year 11 + 12



QUESTION TIME: 

YOU ARE WELCOME TO LEAVE AT THIS TIME IF YOU DO 
NOT WISH TO STAY FOR QUESTIONS

Contact me:
• Email: Natalie.Fairfax@merici.act.edu.au
• Call school 6243 4142
• Book an appointment to see me
• Send your daughter to see me
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